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Even as the number of students attending college has more than doubled in the
past forty years, it is still the case that nearly half of all college students in the
United States will not complete their degree within six years. It is clear that much
remains to be done toward improving student success. For more than twenty
years, Vincent Tinto’s pathbreaking book Leaving College has been recognized
as the definitive resource on student retention in higher education. Now, with
Completing College, Tinto offers administrators a coherent framework with
which to develop and implement programs to promote completion.

Deftly distilling an enormous amount of research, Tinto identifies the essential
conditions enabling students to succeed and continue on within institutions.
Especially during the early years, he shows that students thrive in settings that
pair high expectations for success with structured academic, social, and financial
support, provide frequent feedback and assessments of their performance, and
promote their active involvement with other students and faculty. And while
these conditions may be worked on and met at different institutional levels, Tinto
points to the classroom as the center of student education and life, and therefore
the primary target for institutional action.

Improving retention rates continues to be among the most widely studied fields in
higher education, and Completing College carefully synthesizes the latest
research and, most importantly, translates it into practical steps that
administrators can take to enhance student success.
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years. It is clear that much remains to be done toward improving student success. For more than twenty
years, Vincent Tinto’s pathbreaking book Leaving College has been recognized as the definitive resource on
student retention in higher education. Now, with Completing College, Tinto offers administrators a coherent
framework with which to develop and implement programs to promote completion.

Deftly distilling an enormous amount of research, Tinto identifies the essential conditions enabling students
to succeed and continue on within institutions. Especially during the early years, he shows that students
thrive in settings that pair high expectations for success with structured academic, social, and financial
support, provide frequent feedback and assessments of their performance, and promote their active
involvement with other students and faculty. And while these conditions may be worked on and met at
different institutional levels, Tinto points to the classroom as the center of student education and life, and
therefore the primary target for institutional action.

Improving retention rates continues to be among the most widely studied fields in higher education, and
Completing College carefully synthesizes the latest research and, most importantly, translates it into practical
steps that administrators can take to enhance student success.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The best compendium of information on organizational development related to colleges and universities and
their students around. It is thoughtful, thorough, and focused on a limited number of areas where a huge
number of factors are involved.”
(John Bean, Indiana University)

“A valuable, useful guide for institutional dialogue and planning around student retention. Completing
College will be welcomed by countless retention committees struggling with the magnitude of their charge
and wondering where to start.”

(David Kalsbeek, DePaul University)

“In Completing College, Vincent Tinto lays out in clear and compelling terms the actions that colleges and
universities can and must take to ensure that larger numbers of their students succeed. The improvement
agenda must be about fixing institutions, not fixing students; and Tinto describes the conditions
necessary—conditions that institutions can intentionally create. Perhaps most importantly, Tinto notes that
colleges typically have arrayed their retention initiatives around the margins of the institution, thus forfeiting
the enormous potential that lies in the purposeful redesign of students’ classroom experiences. Here, in a
timely and concrete fashion, he offers evidence-based strategies that focus institutional and faculty energy
where it matters most.”

(Kay McClenney, University of Texas at Austin)

"Overall, Tinto accomplishes exactly what he set out to do, moving beyond theory to a call and plan for
effective institutional action. And while there are no hard and fast solutions, ultimately Tinto knows that the
field of higher education needs an action-oriented approach toward improving student retention. Completing
College: Rethinking Institutional Action delivers one that should not be ignored."
(Sosanya Jones The Review of Higher Education)

"In Completing College, Vincent Tinto offers a framework for organizing institutional policies and practices
that the research on educational attainment and his experience with different types of colleges and
universities suggest can positively influence student persistence and degree attainment. . . . Tightly
constructed and lucidly crafted, the book opens with a well-researched brief on why college matters to both



individuals and the larger society followed by a succinct overview of the four institutional conditions Tinto
asserts lead to completing a program of study. An informative text for higher education and student affairs
graduate programs."
(Journal of College Student Development 2013-06-04)

About the Author

Vincent Tinto is distinguished professor in the School of Education at Syracuse University. He is the author
of Leaving College: Rethinking the Causes and Cures of Student Attrition and coauthor of Where Colleges
Are and Who Attends.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Billy Simpson:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Completing College: Rethinking
Institutional Action will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Lori McDonald:

This Completing College: Rethinking Institutional Action book is not really ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
This Completing College: Rethinking Institutional Action without we understand teach the one who reading
through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Completing College:
Rethinking Institutional Action can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Completing College:
Rethinking Institutional Action having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Ana Vela:

Completing College: Rethinking Institutional Action can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Completing
College: Rethinking Institutional Action however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest
as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could
drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.



Carmine Caulfield:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Completing College: Rethinking Institutional Action was filled in
relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you
can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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