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This visually stunning book focuses on the rebirth of Chinese art in the twentieth
century under the influence of Western art and culture. Michael Sullivan,
recognized throughout the world as a leading scholar of Chinese art, vividly
documents the conflicting pulls of traditional and Western values on Chinese art
and provides 364 illustrations, in color and black-and-white, to show the great
range of artistic expression and the historical processes that occurred within
various movements. A substantial biographical index of twentieth-century
Chinese artists is a valuable addition to the text.

Sullivan discusses artists and their work against China's background of
oppression and relaxation, despair and hope. He expertly conveys the diverse and
at times bizarre intertwining of Chinese cultural history and art during this
century. Included are the intense debates between traditionalists and reformers,
the creation of the first art schools, and the birth of the idea—shocking in
ethnocentric China—that art is a world language that obliterates all frontiers. The
scholarly traditions of classical Chinese painting, the belated discovery of
Western modernism, the artistic upheaval under Communism, and China's
rethinking of the very nature of art all have a place in Sullivan's fascinating
history.

Michael Sullivan has known many of the major figures in China's modern art
movement of the 1930s and 1940s and has also gained the confidence of younger
artists who rose to prominence following the 1979 "Peking Spring." This long-
awaited book—richly documented and abundantly illustrated—is a capstone to
Sullivan's work and will be enthusiastically welcomed by art lovers everywhere.
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This visually stunning book focuses on the rebirth of Chinese art in the twentieth century under the influence
of Western art and culture. Michael Sullivan, recognized throughout the world as a leading scholar of
Chinese art, vividly documents the conflicting pulls of traditional and Western values on Chinese art and
provides 364 illustrations, in color and black-and-white, to show the great range of artistic expression and the
historical processes that occurred within various movements. A substantial biographical index of twentieth-
century Chinese artists is a valuable addition to the text.

Sullivan discusses artists and their work against China's background of oppression and relaxation, despair
and hope. He expertly conveys the diverse and at times bizarre intertwining of Chinese cultural history and
art during this century. Included are the intense debates between traditionalists and reformers, the creation of
the first art schools, and the birth of the idea—shocking in ethnocentric China—that art is a world language
that obliterates all frontiers. The scholarly traditions of classical Chinese painting, the belated discovery of
Western modernism, the artistic upheaval under Communism, and China's rethinking of the very nature of
art all have a place in Sullivan's fascinating history.

Michael Sullivan has known many of the major figures in China's modern art movement of the 1930s and
1940s and has also gained the confidence of younger artists who rose to prominence following the 1979
"Peking Spring." This long-awaited book—richly documented and abundantly illustrated—is a capstone to
Sullivan's work and will be enthusiastically welcomed by art lovers everywhere.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
So much has changed since Sullivan's Chinese Art in the Twentieth Century (1959. o.p.) that this important
update retained only six of the original's pages. In addition to the sweeping historical changes that occurred
during this time, the field has acquired a new respectability, reflected by an increase in exhibitions,
collections, and scholarship. Several books published recently that focus on a particular period or style
within modern Chinese art perhaps surpass this one in depth; the significance of the present large tome lies in
its broad survey?spanning the entire century?by a pioneer in the subject. His central thesis is the renewal of
Chinese art under Western cultural and aesthetic influence. An extensive biographical index and copious
illustrations make this a worthy investment for any library with an interest in either 20th-century or Asian
art.?Heidi Martin Winston, NYPL
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Inside Flap

"Sullivan presents a wealth of material that has never before appeared in a Western language. I expect it will
be the standard book on twentieth-century Chinese art for the foreseeable future."—Julia F. Andrews, author
of Painters and Politics in the People's Republic of China

"A most sympathetic and useful guide to twentieth-century Chinese art. Long the leading scholar on the
subject, Professor Sullivan has presented a lucid account of a most dramatic chapter in Chinese art in a
complex interplay of aesthetics, politics, cultural, and social history."—Wen C. Fong, Princeton University

"So much of China's art in the twentieth century has to do with artistic (and political) ideas from the West
that is is appropriate that one of its first comprehensive histories should be written by a Western
scholar—especially one who has known personally many of China's leading artistic figures of the last fifty
years. Not only does Professor Sullivan tell the complex story of twentieth century China art with lucidity
and style, his learned text is also illuminated with witty anecdotes and incisive observations that can only
come from an indsider."—Johnson Chang (Chang Tson-zung), Director, Hanart Tz Gallery, Hong Kong

From the Back Cover
"Sullivan presents a wealth of material that has never before appeared in a Western language. I expect it will
be the standard book on twentieth-century Chinese art for the foreseeable future."--Julia F. Andrews, author
of "Painters and Politics in the People's Republic of China

"A most sympathetic and useful guide to twentieth-century Chinese art. Long the leading scholar on the
subject, Professor Sullivan has presented a lucid account of a most dramatic chapter in Chinese art in a
complex interplay of aesthetics, politics, cultural, and social history."--Wen C. Fong, Princeton University

"So much of China's art in the twentieth century has to do with artistic (and political) ideas from the West
that is is appropriate that one of its first comprehensive histories should be written by a Western scholar--
especially one who has known personally many of China's leading artistic figures of the last fifty years. Not
only does Professor Sullivan tell the complex story of twentieth century China art with lucidity and style, his
learned text is also illuminated with witty anecdotes and incisive observations that can only come from an
indsider."--Johnson Chang (Chang Tson-zung), Director, Hanart Tz Gallery, Hong Kong



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diego Mears:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Art and Artists of Twentieth-Century China. Try to face the book
Art and Artists of Twentieth-Century China as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you
sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your
case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So ,
let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Thomas Brim:

This Art and Artists of Twentieth-Century China usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Art and Artists of Twentieth-Century China can be one of several great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually
with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring
it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Art and
Artists of Twentieth-Century China forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Willard Sarvis:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Art and Artists of Twentieth-Century China can make you feel more
interested to read.

Joy Rodriguez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books that
can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Art and Artists of Twentieth-Century China.
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